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BOROUGH  OF  BECCLES 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


IffiDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  1952 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  end  Councillors  of  the  Borough 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and.  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1952- 

Public  Health  or  Preventive  Medicine  is  generally 
recognised  as  embracing  two  main  branches  - 


(a)  Environmental  Hygiene  is  directly  the  responsibility 
of  the  Local  Authority.  It  concerns  itself  with  everything 
which  contributes  to  clean  healthy  surroundings  free  from 
disease  and  infection.  It  thereby  involves  the  Borough 
Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department  in  sewage  disposed, 
collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse,  street  cleansing 
and  lighting  and  care  and  upkeep  of  parks  and  open  spaces. 
It  is  also  a function  of  the  Housing  Department  in  the 
difficult  task  of  providing  adequate  and  suitable 
accoramod.ation  for  a wide  variety  of  families.  It  involves 
the  public  health  department  - chiefly  throu^  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  - in  the  matter  of  house  repairs,  abatement  of 
nuisances,  cleanliness  of  foods,  disinfection  of  premises, 
disinfestation  of  persons  and  premises,  destruction  of  rats 
and  mice,  prevention  of  atmospheric  pollution,  puj?ity  of 
water  supply,  etc. 

(b)  Personal  Health  Services  are  the  responsibility  of 
the  County  Council  and  include  V/elfare  Services,  maternity 
and  child  welfare,  domiciliary  nursing,  school  health, 
mental  health,  etc. 

ENVIRONlffiNTAL  HYGIENE 

The  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report  shows  considerable 
progress  during  19^2  connection  with  the  main  items 
mentioned  above.  ■‘•he  big  need  of  the  town  is  a new  and 
efficient  sewage  works.  By  far  the  most  difficult  function 
mentioned  is  that  of  housing.  The  achievement  of  Beccles 
in  the  provision  of  new  houses  is  well-known  outside  the 
Borough.  Unfortunately  the  success  is  difficult  to  express 
in  the  vital  statistics  which  reflect  physical  health. 


of  Beccles. 


a)  Environmental  Hygiene 

b)  Personal  Health  Services. 
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However,  there  Is  no  doubt  that  the  commonest  illnesses 
today  are  psychological  illnesses  and  many  of  these 
psychological  illnesses  are  caused  by  the  worry,  anxiety, 
annoyance  and  frustration  of  living  under  difficult  or 
overcrowded  conditions.  It  may  therefore  be  safely 
assumed  tha.t  the  large  number  of  new  houses  built  in 
Beccles  since  the  second  vVorld  War  have  indirectly 
prevented  a large  amount  of  psychological  Illness. 

Amongst  the  other  items  it  should  be  noted  that  the 
main  water  supply  has  been  further  extended. 

THE  VITAL  AHD  OTHER  STATISTICS 


These  figures,  as  already  stated,  represent  the 
physical  health  of  Beccles.  I must  repeat  the  v»/arning 
of  last  year,  viz.,  that  it  is  more  important  to  consider 
the  actual  "figures"  than  the  conventional  "rates"  which 
can  be  misleading  when  applied  to  small  populations.  It 
is  noteworthy  that  there  has  been  a considerable  increase 
in  the  number  of  births.  There  have  also  been  fewer  deaths. 
There  may  be .a  diminution  in  the  trend  of  recent  years 
whereby  the  proportion  of  older  persons  was  increasing. 


There  was  no  outbreak  of  serious  infectious  disease 
during  1952  and,  in  spite  of  the  visit  of  the  Mass 
Radiography  Unit. there  has  been  no  great  increase  in 
the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  register. 

Taken  as  a whole,  the  statistics  are  quite  satisfactory 
for  1952* 

CENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area 

Registrar  General's  estimate 
of  population  (mid  1952) 

No.  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 


2017  acres 

69  03 
2927 

£40,971- 
£170.  14s.  3d. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 
(Illegitimate  Births) 


Males  Females  Total 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  = 14«3 
Rate  per  1,000  population 

(England  and  Wales)  = 15*3 

Males  Females  Total 

Still-births  (Legitimate J 2-2 
(Illegitimate)  _ _ - 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births  = 20.2 
Rate  per  1,000  population  = .28 

Rate  per  1,000  population 
( Engl and  and  Wal e s ) 

Maternal  Mortality  - Nil 
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Infantile  Mortality 

(Deaths  of  Infants 
under  one  year  old) 

Mai  es 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

This  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality 
live  births  (England  and  V/ales  27*6). 

Rat  e of 

30.3  per 

Deaths 

Male  s 

Females 

Tot  al 

40  52  92 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  poioulation  s=  13«4 
(England  and  Wales  11. 3) 

Causes  of  Death 


Males  Females 


Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

0 

2 

Malignant  disease  of  stomach 

1 

1 

Malignant  disease  of  breast 

0 

2 

Malignant  disease  of  uterus 

0 

1 

Other  malignant  disease 
Lesions  of  blood  vessels  of  the 

3 

6 

nervous  system 

Disease  of  blood  vessels  of  the 

4 

7 

heart  (angina) 

4 

2 

Other  heart  disease 

16 

17 

Other  disease  of  blood  vessels 

0 

1 

Influenza 

0 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

0 

1 

Ulcer  of  stoniach  or  duodenum 

2 

0 

Digestive  diseases 

0 

2 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

3 

6 

Accidents 

4 

0 

40 

52 

000 


Comparative  Table  for  the  Past  Five  Years 


England  Lon-  Be coles 
& Wales  don 


1952 

1952 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

Population 

6903 

6829 

6862 

6791 

6752 

Births 

99 

78 

n 

101 

108 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

15-3 

17-6 

14.3 

11.4 

11. b 

14.8 

15.9 

Deaths 

92 

108 

88 

104 

90 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

11.3 

l2«6 

13.4 

15.8 

12.9 

15.3 

13-3 

Infant  Deaths 

3 

1 

2 

6 

4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

27.6 

23.8 

30.3 

12.8 

25.3 

59.4 

37.0 
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The  responsibility  for  the  treatment  service  provided 
for  tuberculosis  is  in  the  hands  of  the  East  Anglian  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  The  local  Chest  Clinic  to  which  patients 
are  referred  by  their  family  doctor  is  held  at  Lo^westoft. 
Domiciliary  ■'/is its  for  the  purpose  of  follow-up  of  patients 
and  contacts  are  carried  out  by  the  East  Suffolk  County 
Council's  health  visitors. 

In  December,  1952  the  East  An^ian  Regional  Hospital 
Board  Bilass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Beccles.  During  the 
period  8th  to  l8tli  December,  I952  employees  of  Beccles 
firms,  s chool- child re n and  members  of  the  general  public 
from  the  Borough  end  surrounding  district  were  X-Rayed. 

The  following  results  have  been  given  by  the  Director  of 
the  unit. 


Ho.  of  Miniature  X-ray 

Male  s 

Females 

Total 

Examinations 

No.  of  Cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  found:- 

1008 

853 

1861 

(a)  Active  Cases 

(b)  Cases  requiring 

2 

- 

2 

observation  at 
Chest  Clinic 

6 

— 

. 6 

(c)  Inactive  lesions 

(d)  Previously  diagnosed 

1 

— 

1 

cases 

3 

— 

3 

With  modern  and  more  efficient  methods  of  diagnosis, 
cases  are  being  diagnosed  earlier,  and  cases  which  might 
have  escaped  notice  are  being  discovered.  This  means  that 
there  may  be  an  apparent  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  tuberculosis  in  the  community,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  new  drugs  such  as  streptomycin  and  para-amino-salicylic 
acid  have  considerably  increased  the  chance  of  a complete  and 
permanent  cure  for  those  patients  who  are  diagnosed  at  a 
sufficiently  early  stage.  Two  main  methods  of  ensuring 
early  diagnosis  of  hitherto  unsuspected  cases  of  tuberculosis 
in  the  community  are:- 

(1)  examination  of  contacts  of  known  cases 

(2)  mass  radiography. 

In  the  past,  tuberculosis  has  been  regarded  as  a disease 
associated  with  overcrowding  and  poverty.  By  improving  housing 
conditions  as  a whole  local  authorities  are  reducing  the  means 
whereby  tuberculosis  is  spread. 

Non-pulmonary  "tuberculosis  is  largely  attributable  to  ; 
milk  infected  with  the  tubercle  bacillus.  There  is  still 
a large  amount  of  disease  of  this  type.  It  is  Imown  that 
efficient  heat  treatment  will  eliminate  not  only  tubercle 
bacilli  but  also^  the  many  other  organisms  of  the  group  of 
milkhborn  infections  which  cause  sickness  and  death.  A 
great  dealof  unnecessary  disease  at  present  endured  in 
this “country  could  be  avoided  by  the  introduction  of 
compulsory  heat  treatment  of  milk. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


In  previous  annual  reports  ifc  has  been  possible  to 
give  a percentage  figure  of  ipnunisations  carried  out 
during  the  year.  Unfortunately  the  Registrar  G-eneral 
is  no  longer  able  to  supply  estimates  of  child  populations 
in  County  Districts  and  consequently  the  percentage  of 
children  in  the  district  who  imve  been  immunised  cannot 
be  given.  The  following  figures  have  been  kindly  supplied 
by  the  County  Medical  Officer 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  19^2 

Number  of  PRE-SCHOOL  children  immunised  9I 

Nujnber  of  SCHOOL  children  iramunis  ed  12 

Number  of  Re-inforcing  (BOOSTER)  injections  112 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  oases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
during  the  year;- 

Measles  7 

Acute  Pneumonia  1 

The  arrangements  for  hospital  accommodation  are  the 
responsibility  a.  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital 
Board  through  the  Norwich,  Lowestoft  and  Ct.  Yarmouth 
Hospital  Management  Committee. 

FOOD  POISONINC 


No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the 

year. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  following  cases  were 
on  the  Tuberculosis  Register:- 

Males  Females  Total 

Pulmonary  ‘ I6  6 22 

Non- Pulmonary  7 8 I5 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  were  either  added 
to  or  removed  from  the  Regis  ter: - 
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No.  of  new  notifications 
Pulmonary 
Non- Pulmonary 

No.  of  cases  added  otherwise 
.Pulmonary 
N on- Pulmonary 

No.  of  cases  died:- 
Pulmonary 
Non- Pulmonary 

No.  of  cases  removed  from  area:- 
Pulmonary 
Non- Pulmonary 

No.  of  cases  recovered:- 
Pulmonary 
Non- Pulmonary 


Males  Females  Total 


1 4 5 

112 
-22 

1-1 
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This  leaves  the  following  cases  on  the  Register  at 
the  end  of  the  year:- 


Males  Females  Total 

Pulmonary  • l8  8 26 

Non-Pulmonary  , 6 8 I4 

MILK 

During  1952  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  took  samples 
of  milk  produced  in  Beccles. 

The  following  results  v/ere  obtained :- 

(a)  Number  of  samples  examined  2 

(b)  Number  found  to  contain  tubercle 

bacilli  1 

(c)  Number  found  to  contain  brucella 

organisms  0 

A restriction  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
1949  was  already  in  force  on  the  milk  from  the  herd  where 
the  sample  positive  to  tuberculosis  was  obtained.  The  order, 
requiring  pasteurisation  of  the  milk  before  it  could  be 
sold  for  human  consumption,  remained  in  force  until  the 
herd  was  cleared  by  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer 
and  the  milk  itself  was  free  from  tuberculosis. 

Compensation  v/as  payable  to  the  dealer  under  the 
Regulations,  but  it  must  be  conceded  that  it  \¥as  money 
"well-spent"  as  illness  was  undoubtedly  prevented. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTiiNCE  ACT,  I948,  SECTION  47 


This  section  relates  to  the  removal  t o an  institution 
of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  who  are  unwilling 
to  go  but  for  whom  it  is  considered  that  it  is  in  their 
best  interests  that  they  should  be  cared  for  in  this  way. 
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No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year.  However,  one 
case  did  occur  in  which  such  action  might  have  been  necessary 
An  elderly  lady  was  living  alone  in  an  upstairs  flat.  The 
cleanliness  of  the  flat  left  much  to  be  desired.  There  was 
no  order  in  the  rooms.  She  herself  was  irrational,  unsteady 
and  suffering  from  bronchitis.  She  was  so  unsteady  and 
clumsy  that  there  was  great  danger  of  fire  from  the 
upsetting  of  one  of  her  oil  stoves.  A hospital  bed  was 
available,  but,  for  some  considerable  time  she  refused  to 
leave  home.  Eventually  she  was  persuaded  to  go  voluntarily. 
In  view  of  the  circumstances,  it  might  have  been  necessary 
to  invoke  section  47  Act.  Vifhen  such  procedure  is 

undertaken,  the  person  concerned  must  be  given  seven  days’ 
notice  and  the  appropriate  institutional  accommodation 
must  be  available.  The  synchronisati on  of  these  two 
conditions  may  be  very  difficult  to  achieve. 

Should  the  proportion  of  old  persons  in  the  population 
increase  to  any  great  extent  there  will  be  a proportionate 
increase  in  this  type  of  problem. 

HOME  HELPS  SERVICE 


This  service  is  essentially  one  of  the  County  Council 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  In  Beccles,  hoviever, 
through  the  agency  of  the  St.  John  Committee,  there  is  a 
local  honorary  organiser  and  the  service  benefits  con- 
siderably from  this  means  of  ensuring  a smooth  aaid  efficient 
working.  The  local  organiser,  who  has  a full  knowledge  of 
the  background  of  both  the  "help"  and  the  "home"  is  in  a 
position  to  see  that  the  most  suitable  person  available 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  case  is  found. 

ANTERIOR  POLIOIiOTELITIS  RESEARCH 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Medical  Research  Council, 
Beccles  is  one  of  the  areas  for  research  into  the  mode  of 
spread  of  the  disease.  The  sewers  are  swabbed  at  certain 
fixed  points  at  approximately  three-monthly  intervals  and 
the  swabs  are  sent  to  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
Research  is  continuing.  Like  all  research,  there  is  little 
to  show  locally  at  present  but  the  work  done  in  Beccles  is 
only  one  small  link  in  a long  chain  of  effort  in  a numb  a" 
of  towns  and  laboratories.  It  is  vital,  for  the  sake  of 
the  continuity  of  the  work,  that  it  should  still  be  done 
in  Beccles. 


I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
the  members  and  staff  of  the  Council  for  their  great 
courtesy  and  co-operation  during  1952,  which  \¥as  my  first 
year  in  the  Borough. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


J.  B.  KERSHAW. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BOROUGH  OF  BECCLES 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR 

1952 


His  Worship  the  Mayor,  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Health  Committee. 


Your  V/orship,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  sJid  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  present  my  fourth  Annual  Report 
since  my  appointment  in  May,  1949  Q-s  the  Council *s  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods* 


ACTION  taken  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  I936 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 


Drainage  and  Sanitary  Accommodation 


The  majority  of  the  Borough  is  adequately  sewered,  but 
there  are  some  7o  properties  not  so  provided*  Most  of  these 
are  situated  in  the  Pudding  Moor  and  Darby  Road  areas,  the 
remainder  are  in  isolated  positions  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
Borough. 

There  is  a probability  that  the  majority  of  the  houses 
in  Darby  Road  will  be  sewered  in  the  not-too-distant  future, 
and  there  are  proposals  for  sewering  Pudding  Moor  as  soon  as 
possible. 

The  sewage  disposal  works  of  the  Borough  are  inadequate 
and  obsolete,  and  the  purity  of  the  effluent  must  consequently 
leave  much  to  be  desired.  The  Council  have  acquired  a site 
for  the  construction  of  a new  works  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  discontinuance  of  v/hat  is  undoubtedly  a grossly 
unsatisfactory  method  of  carrying  out  a Public  He^th 
function  of  cardinal  importance  will  not  be  much  longer 
delayed. 

Most  of  the  76  properties  referred  to  are  provided  with 
pall  closets  emptied  by  the  Council.  The  existence  of  this 
mediaeval  sanitation,  in  some  cases  in  areas  of  the  Borough 
which  are  no  longer  rural  in  character,  continues  to  be  not 
only  offensive  aesthetically,  but  a slur  on  the  Public  Health 
services  of  the  Borough. 

The  satisfactory  collection  and  disposal  of  waste  matters 
is  surely  one  of  the  foundation  stones  upon  which  any  Public 
Health  organisation  is  built,  aad  whilst  it  is  regrettable 
to  have  to  report  in  such  terms  on  the  position  in  the 
Borough,  it  is  pleasing  to  know  that  the  Council  are  fully 
alive  to  the  situation,  and  have  done  and  are  doing  all  in 
their  power  to  remedy  the  situation. 
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The  following  drainage  v;orks  were  carried  out  by  the 
owners  of  property  during  the  year  at  the  request  of  the 


Council’s  representatives 

Abolition  of  pail  closet,  ejnd  substitution 

by  water  closet  1 

Abolition  of  defective  drains,  and  complete 

renewal  2 

Abolition  of  defective  and  disused  drains  5 

Repair  of  defective  drains  34 

Clearance  of, choked  drains  11 

Abolition  of  obsolete  gullies  and  renewal  2 

Provision  of  cap  to  rodding  arm  of 

interceptor  2 

Provision  of  sinks  and  drainage  4 

Provision  of  drainage  to  existing  sinks  2 

Abolition  of  unsatisf aictory  sanitajry 

accommodation  and  renewal  2 

Renewal  of  defective  flushing  cisterns  2 


Storage,  Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse 


Refuse  collection  and  disposal  a.re  the  responsibility 
of  the  Borough  Surveyor^. 

Collection  is  normally  weekly,  and  disposal  is  by 
controlled  tipping  on  the  Marsh  Estate  of  the  Council. 

A careful  watch  has  been  kept  on  the  Council’s  refuse 
dump,  and  it  has  been  possible  to  keep  down  the  nuisance 
from  flies  and  other  insect  pests  to  a minimum. 

The  possibility  of  the  Council’s  refuse  dump  becoming 
the  centre  of  a major  rat  infestation  ha.s  also  been  borne 
in  mind,  and  regular  inspections  and  treatments  have  been 
carried  out.  At  no  time  during  the  year  was  the  ti^D  found 
to  be  grossly  infested  - an  improvement  indeed  on  the 
position  in  the  not  so  distant  past. 

Notices  were  served  on  the  owners  of  five  houses  in 
the  Borough  requiring  the  provision  of  rew  dust  bins,  and  in 
each  case  informal  action  sufficed  to  secure  compliance. 

Public  Health  Nuisences 

Smoke  Abatement 


The  major  industries  of  the  Borough  liave  not  in  the  year 
under  revlevi  caused  a.  Public  Health  problem  by  excessively 
polluting  the  atmosphere  with  smoke,  in  spite  of  the 
difficulty  which  it  is  reported  sometimes  exists  in 
obtaining  the  type  of  fuel  most  suited  to  their  needs, 
and  the  Council  must  consider  itself  fortunate  that  this 
subject  merits  so  little  comment » 
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The  Keeping  of  Animals 


The  development  of  the  Borough  in  the  post-x^ar  years, 
particularly  development  "by  the  Council  for  housing  purposes, 
is  tending  to  change  the  whole  character  of  some  parts  from 
rural  to  urban.  This  has  meant  that  places  where  animals 
have  been  kept  without  causing  annoyance  for  years,  are 
now  in,  close  proximity  to  dwelling  houses,  and  in  some 
cases  complaints  have  been  received  of  nuisance. 

One  can  sympathise  with  the  point  of  view  of  the  keeper 
of  animals  who  is  not  slow  to  point  out  that  the  difficulty 
is  caused  by  the  building  of  houses  near  his  premises,  and 
that  to  deprive  him  of  all  or  part  of  his  livelihood  on 
that  account  would  seem  to  be  unjust.  One  can  also  appreciate 
that  in  view  of  the  shortage  of  houses  and  housing  sites,  the 
Council  could  not  agree  that  all  land  within  distance  of  a 
potential  nuisance  from  animals  should  be  sterilised  for 
building  purposes. 

In  a matter  such  as  this,  it  is  quite  obviously  impossible 
to  give  satisfaction  to  all  the  interests  involved,  but  for 
the  most  part,  the  opinion  of  the  sanitary  authority  has  been 
accepted,  if  grudgingly.  One  owner  of  loigs  discontinued 
keeping  them  during  the  year,  a further  owner  moved  them  to 
a more  suitable  site  ajid  premises,  and  certain  improvements 
were  carried  out  at  four  other  places  at  which  animals  were 
kept. 

Insect  Pests 


The  nuisance  which  was  reported  last  year  from  mosquitoes 
persisted  during  the  simimer  months.  This  is  inevitable  in  a 
Borough  which  is  largely  surrounded  by  marsh  land,  and  is 
roughly  bisected  by  an  open  dyke  conveying  storm  and 
surface  water. 

Dykes  are  flashed  and  kept  clear  of  pools  of  stagnant 
water  as  often  and  as  efficiently  as  the  staff  available  will 
permit,  and  infested  areas  are  sprayed  with  larvicides  and 
insecticides,  but  it  would  be  untrue  to  suggest  that  it 
has  been  possible  to  do  more  than  to  remove  the  grosser 
breeding  grounds,  and  to  deal  with  specific  complaints 
as  efficiently  a s possible. 

Borough  Water  Supply 


It  will  be  recalled  that  the  Council  took  over  from  a 
private  Company  responsibility  for  the  provision  and  supply 
of  water  to  the  Borough  in  October,  1949* 

Since  that  time,  the  Council  have  carried  out  certain 
alterations,  but  the  proximity  of  the  bores  to  the  River 
Waveney  is  considered  to  be  an  undesirable  feature  of  the 
present  Waterv/orks. 

The  Council  will  therefore  with  adjoining  authorities 
eventually  obtain  their  water  from  a new  source  at  Bar sham,  and 
the  present  arrangements  are  likely  to  be  of  limited  duration. 
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Thirty  three  specimens  of  the  Borough  water  supply, 
both  from  source  and  consumers'  taps  have  been  submitted 
during  the  year,  and  demonstra.te  that  bacteriologically  the 
Borough  water  supply  ha.s  been  bej^ond  reproach.  The  samples 
at  source  were  taJ^en  before  chlorination.  Very  properly 
therefore,  chlorination  has  been  regarded  as  an  emergency 
barrier  against  the  possible  infection  of  a pure  water  supply, 
and  not  as  a part  of  the  treatment  of  the  water. 

Samples  have  also  been  submitted  for  ChemicaJL  analysis, 
a typical  report  being  appended  below:- 


Cert.  No.  II7  D.  • 13th  Ma^,  1952* 

CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS  OF  WATER 


Sample  received  from  Inspector  E.H. Cra.nme r , Municipal  Offices, 

Beccles,  Suffolk. 

Marked  No.  566  Borough  Council  Supply,  Waterworks,  Pudding 

Moor  29.4.52. 


Appearance  when  re-ceived  : Clear. 

Reaction:  Neutral  pK  Odour  Nil 

Taste  Nil 

RESULTS  OF  CFEMICA:.  ANALYSIS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION 


Ammoniacal  nitrogen  0.  05 

Albuminoid  nitrogen  0.  01 

Nitrate  nitrogen  Nil 

Nitrite  nitrogen  Nil 

Chlorine  as  chlorides  221 


OPINI ON 


This  water  is  of  very  good  organic  quality  and  shows  no 
sign  of  pollution.  It  is  bright  and  clear,  satisfactory  in 
odour  and  taste,  and  quite  suitable  for  drinking  purposes. 

ERIC  C.  WOOD 

For  LINCOLNS  SUTTON  AND  WOOD 


The  works  which  have  been  carried  out,  combined  with  an 
intensified  mains  flushing,  have  been  successful  in  eliminating 
the  high  iron  content  of  the  raw  v^ater,  which,  although  in  no 
sense  injurious  to  health,  has  been  the  cause  of  considerable 
inconvenience  in  the  paste 

In  the  last  Annual  Report,  it  was  stated  that  a mains 
supply  was  available  to  the  whole  of  Pudding  Moor.  It  is 
pleasing  to  record  that  this  has  been  followed  by  the 
provision  of  a supply  to  Darby  Road,  arB.  a total  of 
twenty-six  houses  in  these  areas,  formerly  provided  v/ith 
well  water,  now  have  a mains  supply  available.  Regrettably, 
as  recorded  earlier,  the  absence  of  sewerage  has  prevented 
the  provision  of  sinks  and  v/ater  closets,  but  the  abolition 
of  those  supplies  of  water  which  have  been  a source  of  concern 
for  years  is  nevertheless  a cause  for  great  satisfaction, 
particularly  as  some  of  them  v;ere  demonstrably  unsafe  for 
infant  feeding. 
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There  remain  tweity- three  properties  with  bore  or  well 
water  supplies.  Most  of  these  are  situated  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  Borough,  where  the  provision  of  a- piped  supply  would 
entail  laying  very  considerable  lengths  of  main  for  one  or 
tv/o  house  So 


Bathing  Pool 


The  Council's  Bathing  Pool,  which  consists  of  a fenced-off 
area  of  the  River  Waveney,  with  no  treatment  of  any  kind  of  the 
water,  has  continued  to  be  a source  of  anxiety,  although  no 
reports  of  illness  attributable  to  the  pool  vjere  received  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year. 

The  River  Waveney  is  extensively  used  by  cruisers  and 
other  boats,  both  moored  and  passing,  many  of  which  contain 
closets  discharging  into  the  river.  Furthermore,  some  houses 
adjoining  the  river,  as  reported  earlier,  are  not  provided 
with  drainage.  There  can  therefore  be  no  doubt  that  the 
river  is  contaminated  to  varying  extents,  by  waste  matters. 

This  fact  which  is  apparent  on  the  most  casual  observation, 
is  readily  demonstrated  scientifically,  for  not  one  of  the 
dozens  of  laboratory  specimens  submitted  from  the  River  in 
recent  years  has  failed  to  demonstrate  evidence  of 
excremental  pollution. 

There  exists  therefore  at  the  Bathing  Pool  the  use  of 
the  same  stream  of  water  for  both  the  disposal  of  human  waste 
and  a purpose  involving  the  ingestion  of  the  same  water.  A 
most  dangerous  chain  of  circumstances  is  thus  completed. 

The  legal  control  of  sources  of  pollution  (which,  the 
Waveney  being  tidal,  was  ever  a blimt  edged  and  virtually 
useless  weapon)  has  been  removed  from  the  Council  by  the 
Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution) Act  1951*  must  be  borne 
in  mind  however  that  though  it  may  be  possible  in  the  future 
to  improve  the  condition  of  the  River,  its  purity  can  never 
be  brought  up  to  that  demanded  of  drinking  water,  and  the 
target  of  a chlorinated  pool,  removed  from  all  sources  of 
pollution,  must  never  be  obscured. 

'^he  Council,  ihilst  fully  appreciating  the  implications 
of  their  action,  have  felt  obliged  to  open  the  Pool  for 
bathing  during  the  year.  If  they  had  not  done  so,  there 
can  be  little  doubt  that  children  and  others  would  bathe  in 
unobserved  parts  of  the  river,  possibly  with  disastrous 
consequenceso  Few  people  therefore,  even  those  so 
earnestly  concerned  with  Public  Health,  v/ould  presume  to 
criticise  the  decisiono  The  Council  ha.ve  repeatedly 
demonstrated  their  anxiety  to  construct  a new  Pool,  and 
responsibility  for  the  continuance  of  the  present  grossly 
unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  cannot  fairly  be  placed 
upon  them. 

The  water  of  the  Bathing  Pool  and  the  river  adjoining 
has  been  kept  under  continual  observation  during  the  year 
to  safeguard  as  far  as  is  humanly  possible  the  health  of 
persons  using  the  Pool,  No  fewer  than  eighty  seven 
specimens  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year,  68  for  salmonella  examination,  the  rest 
for  Bocoli  estimationo 
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It  may  be  of  interest  to  record  a change  in  technique 
as  far  as  the  salmonella  specimens  are  concerned.  Hithe'rto 
specimens  of  water,  which  gave  a picture  of  the  position 
at  the  moment  of  immersion,  have  been  submitted.  During 
1952#  Moore’s  swabs  were  left  submerged  in  the  river  for 
a week,  and  immersed  in  tetrathianate  broth  before 
submission  to  the  laboratory. 

It  is  not  claimed  that  the  absence  of  salmonella  in 
such  a specimen  indicates  the  absence  of  salmonella  in  the 
water  throughout  the  week.  It  must  remain  something  of 
a "hit  and  miss"  affair,  but  it  is  much  less  so  than  the 
more  usual  sampling  method. 

Results  may  be  summs.rised  by  saying  that  vrhilst 
sa.lmonella  was  not  isolated  from  the  Pool  at  any  time  during 
the  year,  coliform  bacilli  was  invariably  found,  ranging  from 
2 0 to  more  than  25 0 per  100  m.l.,  and.  a typical  report  reads:- 

" Bacteriological  findings  show  evidence  of  gross  faecal 
pollution" . 


THE  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  I948 


The  fulfilment  of  the  Council’s  responsibility  under 
this  Act  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
one  Rodent  Operator  being  employed. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  are  responsible 
for  nation-wide  co-ordination  of  anti-rod.ent  work,  and  pay 
50^  of  the  Council’s  expenses  in  this  direction. 

Reference  was  made  in  the  last  Annueil  Report  to  the 
great  advance  which  \7a.rfarin  represented  in  the  treatment 
of  surface  infestations,  and  experience  during  the  year* 
has  confirmed  the  opinions  then  expressed.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  surface  population  of  rats  in  the  Borough 
is  being  systematically  reduced  to  very  small  dimensions, 
and  the  large  "reservoirs"  of  rats  which  formerly  existed 
at  certain  points  in  the  Borough  ha.ve  been  virtually  destroyed. 

The  position  in  the  sewers  is  not  so  satisfactory  partly 
because  Janfarin  cannot  with  success  be  used,  and  partly 
because  many  of  the  servers  and  drains  in  the  older  parts 
of  the  Borough  are  obsolete  and  defective.  It  would  appear 
that  they  are  the  key  to  the  rat  problem  in  t he  centre  of 
the  Borough,  for  experience  ha.s  shoivn  that  infestations  in 
that  area  can  almost  inva.riably  be  traced,  directly  or 
indirectly  to  defective  drains  or  sewers,  in  some  cases 
well  removed  from  the  infestation. 

The  sewers  of  the  Borough  have  been  treated  at  six 
monthly  intervals  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agric^uLture  slid  Fisheries,  and  good 
results  have  been  obtained.  In  spite  of  the  difficulties 
outlined,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  population  of  rats 
therein  is  being  systematically  reduced. 
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At  th.e  same  time  defective  drains  and  sewers  are 
being  repaired  as  found.  A frequent  cause  of  trouble 
is  the  disused  drains  of  properties  long  since  demolished  - 
the  difficulties  of  tracing  the  drains  of  properties  of 
which  no  record  exists  can  readily  be  imagined. 

This  aspect  of  Public  Health  work  is  regard.ed  as  being 
of  great  importancej  and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  note  the 
consistent  improvement  as  evidenced  by  the  number  of 
complaints  received  and  the  results  of  routine  inspections, 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936 


The  Provision  of  Hew  Houses 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  no  direct  responsibility 
for  the  provision  of  new  houses,  A reference  thereto  is 
included  in  this  Report  however  for  the  subject  is  so 
intimately  bound  up  with  Public  Health  that  any  such 
Report  would,  be  incomplete  without  it. 

During  the  year  1952  29  houses  were  provided  by 

the  Local  Authority,  ajid  I4  by  private  enterprise,  making 
a total  of  443  houses  erected  since  the  war. 

This  is  indeed  a source  of  gratification  to  all  who 
are  concerned  mth  the  Public  Health  of  the  Borough,  for 
it  is  impossible  to  over-estimate  the  influence  of  good 
housing,  not  only  on  the  physical  well  being  of  the 
community  and  the  individual. 

The  Repair  of  Unfit  Houses 


References  have  been  ma.de  both  in  the  national  press  and 
in  previous  Annual  Reports  to  the  ever  increasing  difficulty 
of  ensuring  the  adequate  repair  and  maintenance  of  existing 
houses,  due  to  the  operation  of  the  Rent  Restrictions  Acts, 

There  ha.s  been  no  change  in  the  position  during  the 
year,  and  the  operation  of  the  sections  of  the  Housing  Act 
dealing  with  the  repair  of  unfit  houses  has  become  progressively 
more  difficult. 

It  would  appear  that  the  repair  and  maintenance  of 
existing  property  is  quite  as  important  as  the  erection 
of  new  houses,  but  with  tied  rents  and  the  ever  increasing 
cost  of  repairs,  it  is  impossible  for  many  property  owners, 
ho^/ever  v/illlng  they  may  be,  to  give  the  attention  to  their 
property  that  they  would  wish.  Some  hesitation  on  the  part 
of  Local  Authorities  in  pressing  for  extensive  repairs  to 
property  is  understandable  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
question  of  "reasonable  expense"  figures  so  largely  in 
Housing  legislation.  Although  the  term  h^.s  never  been 
satisfactorily  defined,  it  would  not  be  illogical  to 
presume  that  the  repairs  which  could  be  carried  out  at 
"reasonable  expense"  in  a property  rented  at  five  or  six 
shillings  a week  v/ould  be  small  indeed. 

Great  hopes  were  raised  with  the  passing  of  the  Housing 
Act  1949 > v;hich  empawers  Local  Authorities  to  make  improvement 
grants  in  respect  of  property  which  is  sound,  but  lacking 
modern  conveniences.  The  response  locally  and  it  would 
appear  nationally,  has  hov/ever  been  disappointing.  No 
suitable  application  was  received  bj''  the  Council  during 
the  yearo 


The  following  works  were  carried  out  during  the  year 
following  the  service  of  infomal  notices  under  the 
Housing  Act:- 

External 


Roofs  repaired  12 
Chimney  stacks  repaired  2 
Raj.nwater  conduits  repaired  3 
Brickv/ork  of  walls  made  good  2 
Dampness  in  walls  remedied  1 

Internal 

Walls  a.nd  ceilings  made  good  6 
Floors  renewed  7 
Flues  repaired  1 
Doors  and  windov\rs  repaired  5 
Sinks  and  drainage  provided  3 
Washing  coppers  repaired  1 
Staircase  handrail  repaired  1 


Demolition  of  Unfit  Houses 


In  April,  1949 # "the  Council  made  Demolition  Orders  under 
Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  I936  in  respect  of  thirty  three 
unfit  houses  in  the  Borough. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  1952  was  as  follows 


Houses  demolished  12 

Vacajnt,  and  notices  served  requiring 

demolition  3 

Vacant,  but  demolition  not  practicable, 

as  integrated  with  existing  houses  7 

Still  occupied  10 


A further  three  vacant  and  derelict  houses  were 
demolished  as  a result  of  informal  action  on  behalf  of  the 
Council . 

It  must  be  admitted  that  this  is  a disappointing  rate 
of  progress,  due,  of  course,  to  the  even  more  pressing  needs 
of  families  without  a home  of  any  kind,  or  living  in  even 
more  primitive  conditions  in  hutments. 

It  has  furthermore  prevented  the  Council  from  expanding 
their  drive  against  unfit  properties  in  the  Borough,  for  the 
making  of  further  Demolition  Orders  which  it  v/as  unlikely 
would  be  enforced  for  a very  considerable  period  could  only 
be  an  embarrassment  to  the  Council. 

survey  cf  properties  in  the  Borough  has  been  carried  out, 
and  there  are  52  properties  which  v/ould  appear  to  merit  con- 
sideration for  demolition.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  efforts 
which  the  Council  have  made  to  provide  nei;V  houses  will  be 
reflected  in  a leasening  of  the  waiting  list,  vdiicli  vjill 
permit  a long  overdue  drive  to  be  made  against  the  properties 
in  the  Borough  which  ha.ve  outlived  their  usefulness  and  are 
year  by  year  becoming  more  and  more  prejudicial  to  the  health 
of  the  occupants. 
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A serious  problem  which  is  arising  in  connection  with 
re-housing  is  that  of  Council  house  rents*  -A-ll  of  the 
properties  which  are  the  subject  of  demolition  orders, 
and  all  of  those  deemed  suitable  for  future  consideration, 
are  cottage  type  property  rented  at  about  six  shillings 
per  week.  Council  house  rents,  although  subsidised  and 
lovrer  than  in  most  parts  of  the  country,  are  of  course 
substantially  higher. 

The  primary  object  of  re -housing  is  to  improve  the 
environment  of  the  family  re-housed,  and  surely  the  term 
"environment"  should  embrace  not  only  the  structure  in 
which  the  family  is  housed,  but  such  things  as  food, 
clothing,  and  even  the  enjoyment  of  leisure.  One  venders 
whether  the  removal  of  a family  from  a condemned  house  to 
a Council  house,  whilst  improving  immeasurably  their  physical 
surroundings,  does  not  sometimes  in  the  aggregate  actually 
lessen  the  possibility  of  their  enjoying  a happy  and  contented 
life  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  term,  by  drastically  lessening 
the  amount  of  money  available  for  the  other  necessities  of  life 
of  no  less  importance. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  these  remarks  are  in  no  way 
intended  to  belittle  the  importance  of  re-housing.  They  do 
hov/ever  underline  a point  of  vievj  which  should  be  borne  in 
mind,  and  they  are  intended  as  a reminder  of  the  necessity 
for  keeping  Council  house  rents  as  low  as  possible,  even 
at  the  expense  of  simplifying  design  and  cutting  out 
non-essentials. 


MTIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  I948 


The  interment  of  one  person  was  carried  out  by  the 
Council  during  the  year  in  accordance  with  the  responsibility 
vested  in  them  by  the  above  named  Act. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  I938 


Meat  Inspection 


The  year  has  been  a busy  one  at  the  Beccles  Slaughterhouse. 
Slaughtering  for  the  Borough  and  four  adjoining  districts  has 
continued  to  be  carried  out  there,  and  this  has  involved  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  a considerable  amount  of  work,  as  may  be 
judged  from  the  following  figures  of  animals  slaughtered. 


Covjs  Steers  & 
Heifers 


January 

5 

29 

February 

31 

76 

March 

25 

84 

April 

27 

172 

May 

18 

153 

June 

2 

21 

July 

18 

194 

August 

23 

185 

September 

41 

281 

October 

39 

157 

November 

38 

128 

December 

29 

87 

296  1,567 


Sheep 

Calves 

Total 

622 

42 

698 

210 

116 

182 

615 

87 

142 

651 

148 

40 

34 

421 

231 

69 

24 

495 

43 

249 

4 

319 

118 

193 

4 

527 

61 

277 

H 

613 

46 

421 

136 

925 

151 

849 

391 

1,587 

167 

297 

360 

§99 

229 

205 

296 

846 

2,339  2,803  1,682  8,687 
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Totals  for 
year  ended 

Cows 

Steers  & 
Heifers 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

Tota.l 

31/12/1951 

290 

1.533 

972 

2,309 

1,665 

6,769 

" 1950 

0 

0 

1,55s 

299 

3,202 

1,707 

6,864 

Details  of  animals  slaughtered,  and  inspected,  and 
condemnations  during  1952  are  as  follows:- 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  hilled 

1,863 

1, 682 

2,803 

2,339 

Number  inspected 

1,863 

1,682 

2,803 

2,339 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

vlliole  carcase 
cond.emned 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
v/as  condemned. 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected, 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

8 

10 

7 

11 

583 

15 

179 

131 

31. 

1.48fo 

6 . 6^ 

6.07f. 

Tuberculosis  only 

v;hole  carcases 
cond.emned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condem.ned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

24 

- 

- 

16 

229 

- 

- 

83 

13 . 58fo 

- 

- 

OJ 

• 

Mlnlstry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse 

In  1940,  slaughtering  throughout  the  country  was 
centralised  in  some  600  premises,  and  v;as  brought  under  the 
control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  this  virtual  "nationali- 
sation" of  the  slaughtering  industry  has  continued  up  to  and 
includ.ing  the  year  under-  reviewo  The  premises  have  thus 
enjoyed  "Crown  Im.munity"  and.  all  meat  therein  is  Crovm  property. 
The  effect  of  this  is  tliat  legally,  the  statutes  which  it  is 
the  duty  of  District  Councils  to  enforce,  both  as  regards 
food  preparing  premises  and  unsound  food,  are  not  applicable. 

The  Government  have  nevertheless  sought  the  assistance  of 
Local  Authorities  in  the  inspection  of  meat,  but  legaJLly, 
the  Ministry  is  not  bound  to  accept  the  decisions  of  Local 
Inspectors « 
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The  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  was  formerly  used 
by  a Society  whose  output  was  but  a fraction  of  thci,t  now 
obtaining.  The  great  increase  in  slaughtering  brought  in 
its  train  very  real  difficulties  which  were  a souj?ce  of 
anxiety  to  the  Council,  and  urgent  representations  on 
various  matters  have  been  made  to  the  Ministry  and  the 
Contractors  from  time  to  time.  As  pointed  out  earlier 
the  Council  could  only  make  representations,  without  the 
force  of  legal  backing,  and  were  dependent  on  the  co- 
operation of  the  Ministry,  which  could  have  been  v;itheld. 

The  following  factual  statement  of  works  carried  out 
at  the  Beccles  Slaughterhouse  by  the  Ministry  or  their 
Contractors  as  a result  of  representations  by  the  Council 
speaks  for  itself  as  to  the  degree  of  co-operation  which 
has  been  forthcoming 

(1)  Provision  of  rest  and  changing  room  for  staff. 

(2)  Provision  of  hot  v^ater  and  washing  facilities* 

(3)  Provision  of  additional  lairage  to  prevent  animals  being 

kept  in  open  yard  whilst  awaiting  slaughter* 

(4)  Provision  of  gut  and  tripe  cleaning  room,  to  a^void 

necessity  of  these  operations  being  carried  out  in 
slaughterhouse  * 

(5)  I^rovision  of  louvres  in  roof  and  other  improvements 

to  natural  ventilation. 

(6)  Provision  of  additional  artificial  ventilation. 

(7)  Provision  of  room  for  retention  of  condemned  meat 

and  offals. 

(8)  Abolition  of  insanitary  manure  pit,  and  provision  of  bins 

in  place  thereof. 

(9)  Provision  of  additional  natural  and  artificial  lighting. 

(10)  -Provision  of  a "reservoir"  of  hot  water  for  pig  scalding.' 

(11)  Provision  of  a slaughtering  pen  for  pigs. 

(12)  Provision  of  readily  workable  clothing  and  head-gear 

for  persons  employed. 

(13)  The  separation,  as  far  as  is  practicable  in  the 

existing  premises,  of  the  dressing  a.nd  hanging 
of  carcases. 

It  is  not  suggested  that  conditions  are  ncm  ideal. 

Many  difficulties,  some  of  them  outside  the  control  of  the 
Ministry  and  the  Council  remain. 

Tliere  is  a tendency  to  look  back  nostalgically  to  the 
pre-war  days,  sud  to  suggest  that  all  of  these  difficulties 
would  disappear  if  a return  to  numerous  small  slaughterhouses 
was  permitted*  It  must  be  remembered  havever  that  there 
were  grave  defects  in  that  system.  Many  slaughterhouses 
were  situated  in  the  worst  possible  places,  involving  the 
driving  of  cattle  through  heavily  populated  districts, 
and  causing  gross  nuisance  and  disturbance  to  persons 
living  in  the  area.  Many  premises  w'ere  primitive  in  the 
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extreme,  lacking  the  most  rudimentary  necessities  for  tlie 
humane  slaughter  of  animals  and  the  satisfactory  preparation 
of  food  for  hujnan  consumption.  Perhaps  the  gravest  defect 
was  the  virtueh  impossihilitj'’  of  adequa. t el y inspecting  the 
meat.  Vvith  a multiplicity  of  small  premises,  slaughtering 
at  all  hours  of  te  day  and  night,  adequate  meat  inspection 
was  in  many  cases  impossible. 

Whilst  the  defects  of  this  centralised  slaughtering  must 
be  fully  acknowledged,  it  represents  in  many  ways  a Public 
Health  advance  of  first  rate  importance,  and  it  is  earnestly 
to  be  hoped  that  a return  to  the  multiplicity  of  small 
pre-vrar  slaughterhouses  will  never  be  contemplated. 

Other  Foods 


It  was  found  necessary  to  condemn  the  follovjlng  "other 
foods”  as  being  unfit  for  human  co ns umpti on  during  the  year* 
In  each  case,  the  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered. 

Tinned  Foods  (tins) 


Me  at 


Tinned  hams 

5 

Luncheon  meat 

25 

Ham  loaf 

7 

Beef  paste 

2 

Stewed  steak 

2 

Fi  sh 

Salmon 

2 

Lobster 

5 

Crab 

1 

Herrings 

1 

Vegetables 

Beans 

45 

Peas 

14 

Ca.rrots 

3 

Tomatoes 

2 

Soups 

13 

Frui  t 

Plums 

15 

Grapefruit 

4 

Oranges 

3 

Apricots  3 

Pineapples  0 

Peaches 

2 

Pears 

2 

Cherries 

1 

Strawberries 

1 

Apples 

4 

Grapes 

1 

Gooseberries 

1 
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Miscellaneous 


Milk 


56 


Spaghetti 
Baby  foods 


13 


1 


Jgjns  etc,  (jars) 


Ma.rmal  ade 
Mincemeat 
Piccalilli 


1 


4 


Bacon 
Che  e s e 
Biscuits 

Processed  cheese 


22  X 1 lb.  boxes 


Tinned  hams  have  continued  to  be  an  a.nxiety,  in  vievj 
of  their  potentialities  as  a carrier  of  food  poisoning, 
although  not  so  much  so  as  in  previous  years. 

Food  Preparing  Premises 


There  are  sixteen  premises  in  the  Borough  registered 
with  the  Council  for  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of 
ice  cream.  There  is  only  one  manufacturer  of  ice  cream, 
the  remainder  being  provided  chiefly  by  large  firms,  and 
delivered  and  sold  pre-packed. 

There  are  eight  premises  registered  for  the  preparation 
or  manufacture  of  sausages,  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or 
preserved  food  under  Section  I4  of  the  Foodt  and  Drugs  Act, 

1938. 

Routine  visits  have  been  paid,  to  these  and  other  food 
preparing  and  handling  premises,  and  with  minor  exceptions, 
which  have  been  speedily  rectified,  it  is  considered  that 
food  handling  in  the  Borough  is  carried  out  in  a seemly 
and  hygienic  ma.nner. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  I937  and  I948 


There  are  45  factories  with  Mechanical  poorer  in  the 
Borough,  63  inspections  were  made.  Tiiere  are  now  only  two 
"non-pov>rer ” factories  in  the  Borough. 

No  contraventions  of  the  Sections  of  the  Act  which  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  enforce  ii^ere  noted  during  the 
year. 

The  inspection  of  Factories  requiring  the  issue  of  a 
Certificate  of  Adequate  l\iee,ns  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire  was 
completed  by  the  Chief  Fire  Officer  of  the  Suffolk  and 
Ipswich  Fire  Service  on  behalf  of  the  Council.  All  of 
his  recommendations  have  now  been  complied  with,  all 
factories  to  which  the  Act  applies  in  this  respect  have 
been  duly  certified. 

It  is  a pleasure  indeed  to  pay  tribute  to  the  assistance 
rendered  to  the  Council  in  this  respect  by  the  Chief  Fire 
Officer. 


-20- 


PETHOLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  I928 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  Council’s  authorised 
Officer  under  the  above  named  Act. 

During  the  year,  in  consultation  vd.th  the  Chief  Fire 
Officer  of  the  Suffolk  and  Ipswich  Fire  Service,  Conditions 
of  Licence  with  which  all  new  installations  will  have  to 
comply,  have  been  laid  down. 

Inspections  of  all  existing  installations  have  been 
carried  out  by  the  Chief  Fire  Officer,  and  the  renewal  of 
licences  has  been  conditional  upon  his  recommendations 
being  complied  with. 

The  Council  have  also  required  the  pressure  testing  of 
all  tanks  used  for  the  storage  of  petrol  at  five  yearly 
intervals  and  all  tanks  had  been  or  arrangements  made  for 
this  to  be  done,  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Thirty  licences  for  the  Storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit 
were  issued  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  I95I 


The  above  named  Act,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Council  to  enforce,  became  law  during  the  year  under 
review. 

Inspector  F.  V/ood,  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention 
of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  was  appointed  in  an  Honorary  capacity 
as  the  Council’s  authorised  officer  under  the  Act. 

Two  premises  were  licensed  under  the  Act,  and  one 
application  was  refused. 

It  is  perhaps  to  be  regretted  that  the  Act  contains 
no  provision  relating  to  the  keeping  of  animals  given  as 
prizes  at  for  example,  fairs.  The  possibility  of  making 
permission  to  hold  fairs  in  the  Borough  conditional  upon 
animals  not  being  given  as  prizes,  is  being  considered. 

CONCLUSION 


The  year  1952 ^ as  far  as  the  Public  Health  Department  is 
concerned,  has  been  a busy  one,  and  in  many  ways,  a not 
unsatisfactory  one. 

There  has  been  steady,  if  unspectacular  progress  in 
several  directions.  Mention  may  be  made  for  example  of 
the  continuance  of  the  Council’s  housing  drive,  which  has 
resulted  in  many  families  being  given  the  opportunity  of 
a happy  and  healthy  home  life.  The  year  has  seen  the 
abolition  of  several  polluted  supplies  of  water,  and  the 
substitution  of  the  Council’s  piped  supply,  the  improvement 
in  which  has  been  maintained.  The  conditions  under  which 
meat  has  been  prepared  at  the  slaughterhouse  ha.ve  been  and 
are  being  consistently  bettered,  and  the  safety  and  whole— 
someness  of  this  staple  article  of  diet  is  consistently 
improving.  The  menace  to  health  which  rats  represent  has 
been  diminished. 
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These  are  perhaps  some  of  the  more  important  aM 
obvious  ways  in  which  progress  has  been  made,  but  no  less 
important  in  the  aggregate  has  been  the  routine,  day  to  day 
work  of  the  Department-  Such  matters  as  the  provision  of 
dust  bins,  the  repair  of  defective  properties,  the  abatement 
of  public  health  nuisances,  are  all  small  but  important 
steps  in  the  right  general  direction,  which  individually 
are  perhaps  trifling  and  of  benefit  to  only  one  family 
or  one  individual-  Collectively  however,  and  over  a 
period  of  years,  they  represent  the  difference  between  a 
healthy  and  an  unhealthy  environment.  It  is  surely  not 
an  unreasonable  corollary  that  ultimately  they  are 
reflected  in  no  small  measure  in  an  increased  expectation 
of  life,  in  improved  infectious  disease  records,  and 
improved  infantile  mortality,  and  the  other  yard-sticks 
by  which  the  health  of  the  community  may  be  measured. 

G-rateful  acknowledgement  is  made  of  the  advice  given 
by  the  Council’s  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  J.  B.  Kershaw, 
not  only  in  the  preparation  of  this  Report,  but  throughout 
the  period  to  which  it  relates,  and  warm  thanks  are 
expressed  to  the  Town  Clerk  and  all  of  the  other  officials 
of  the  Borough  for  their  co-operation. 

Finally,  I would  wish  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation 
of  the  support  which  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  have  consistently  accorded,  and  to  say  what  a 
source  of  satisfaction  it  has  been  to  serve  them  and  the 
ratepayers  they  represent. 


E.  H.  CRMMER. 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


August,  1953- 
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